


How to Prepare 
for a competition



Simple Effective Robust

Philosophy of Design



Build as much of the field as 
you can
Build it early
2007 example
Visual
Driver visibility

Build a Field



Or at least something similar to 
your drive train

Build Two Robots



Strategy

Strategy Talks help with design

Strategy Talks help with scouting

Strategy Talks help with game play



Keep an eye on wear

Watch all stress points and 
wear items while practicing

Plan for replacement before 
it breaks

Check drive gears



Build Team



Eat Together



Have Fun



Know the Rules

Reread the manual
Rules quiz
Review Q&A



Prepare for Judges

Plan what to say
Plan who will speak
Draw them into your story



Paper Work
Medical Information
Contact Information
• Students
• Parents
Team Roster



Backups

Robot Code
Driver Station
Programming laptop



Don’t Be Stupid
Have a chat with your 
Team about GP

Talk about behaviour
Devices
Social Media
Illness
Opportunities

Have a chat with your 
Parents about GP

Talk about behaviour
Medical
Opportunities



Pit
Prepare pit before hand
Make sure it fits
Make sure it is functional
Pit is for robot not a hangout
Pre match check list
Post match check list



Check and Double Check



Spare Parts
Have all key components

wheels, gear boxes, 
electronics, speed controllers, 
sensors, cameras, pneumatics, 
electrical
Fasteners, chain, belts, 
pulleys, gears



Pit
Checklist of items 



Location
Know where you are going
Google Maps
Street View
Parking



Get a Crate Ready

Maybe, Maybe Not



Invite your Sponsors
Plan to meet sponsors
Have students give them a tour
Get Pictures



Prepare for Food

Preorder
Organize for Drive Team at least
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Snacks
Water



Get there early



Strategy

Game Board
Plan to talk to Partners
Scouting info
Video



Scouting
Help students to understand 
the importance
Train scouts
Go to early event
Practice
Watch video
Include scouts in pick list



Pick List
Have One
Be prepared
Communicate to Alliance Captain



Look Good
Take lots of Pics and Video



Celebrate

Win or Lose or Tie



Get lots of rest


